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Celebrating the Crown:
The Story and Significance
of Black Hair

How we choose to style our hair is a
profound form of self-expression and
identity...

Black hair is an essential chapter in the rich
tapestry of Black History. From intricate braids to
glorious afros and elegant locs, our hair weaves a
narrative of the Black experience and our enduring
heritage.

How we choose to style our hair is a profound
form of self-expression and identity, deeply
embedded in Black culture, passed down
through generations.

It's vital for everyone, especially children, to grasp the significance of Black hair.
Understanding the beauty and cultural significance of afro hair fosters empathy and
respect. It's crucial to combat stereotypes and prejudices surrounding Black hair, ensuring
that every child feels proud of their unique identity.

This knowledge can help eradicate bullying and promote inclusivity, creating a world where
all hairstyles are celebrated and valued
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This is about exploring the different types of Afro hair and cultural hairstyles from Africa and
the development of Black hair through the decades in the U.K

There are different types of hair textures

A =i

African Afro hair is not the same, and as a result of the different characteristics, it makes it
challenging to care for African hair in various weather seasons, especially if you do not know
your afro hair type.

Awareness of your afro hair type could help prevent hair growth issues and improve hair
growth, because you will be able to maintain it appropriately.

Black women mainly have type 4A hair, which takes a tight coil shape.

The sub-classifications of Afro hair from A to C were based on the width or diameter of the
wave, curl, or coil pattern.
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Here is a complete guide on all Afro hair types.
It is generally classified into 3 curl types:-

o Type 4A has the widest pattern. The curls are packed tightly with a spiral pattern and
can be easily dehydrated and damaged, which means it is essential that your hair care
routine helps to address this. Using thicker natural emollients, such as mangoes or shea
butter, can help to style it after washing.

e Type 4B curl is tighter, but less defined. The afro hair bends into sharp angles like the
letter Z. The strands of hair may be anywhere from fine and thin to wiry and coarse,
depending on the woman rocking these curls. Protect hair before shampooing with
coconut or castor oil to help maintain their natural oils.

e Type 4C is similar to 4 B, in that the hair is densely packed. However, this type of hair
experiences less definition and greater shrinkage. The strands were tightly coiled and
incredibly delicate. The texture may range from super fine to thin, to wiry and coarse..
Protect 4C hair with leave-in o use to protect the delicate curls

Type 4 Coily Hair

4A - Coily Springy** 4B - Coily Crimpy** 4C - Coily Ziggly**
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The African hairstyles has progressed over the years.

Check out some hairstyle’s evolution.

African hairstyles have evolved over the years, reflecting the rich cultural diversity and history
of the continent.

From traditional braids, intricate cornrows, to the iconic afros of the 1960s and 70s, these
styles have been a powerful expression of identity and heritage for Black individuals.

Understanding the progression of African hairstyles is essential for appreciating
their cultural significance and their enduring role in shaping Black history.

For more information on Afro hair, please visit the websites below:-
o https://hbcubuzz.com/2023/02 /the-evolution-of-black-hair/
o Afro Hair Types - 4A, 4B, AC Hair Types - The Complete Guide
(dentalhairclinicturkey.com)
e What Is Your Afro Hair Type? 4A/4B/AC - Complete Guide - Cosmetize UK

Picture credits and references from Google.
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Celebrating the Beauty of Black Afro Hair:
Fostering Understanding and Empathy

In a world that often emphasizes conformity, it's crucial for children of African heritage to
appreciate their black Afro hair as an inherent part of their identity.

This unique hair type carries stories, culture, and history, reflecting a rich heritage
that deserves admiration and respect.

However, the significance of understanding and respecting Afro hair transcends cultural
boundaries. Children of non-African descent must also recognize the beauty in Afro
hair. By doing so, they not only celebrate diversity but also learn to appreciate the
value of every individual's uniqueness

Empowerment through Identity

For children of African heritage, embracing their Afro hair
empowers them to connect with their roots, fostering a sense
of pride and self-confidence. It sends a powerful message
that their identity is beautiful just as it is.

Building Empathy

When children from diverse backgrounds understand and
appreciate Afro hair, it nurtures empathy. It teaches them to
see beyond stereotypes and prejudices, promoting a more
inclusive and compassionate society

Positive Racial Identity Development

Positive racial identity development is crucial for every child.
It helps them navigate a world filled with diverse cultures and
perspectives while maintaining a strong sense of self.
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The Role of Parents and Teachers

Parents and teachers are instrumental in supporting children on this
journey. By educating themselves and their students about the beauty of
Afro hair, they pave the way for a more inclusive and empathetic
generation.

By celebrating Black History Month and Africa Awareness Week, we take
meaningful steps towards creating a world where all identities are

cherished and kindness prevails.

Join us on this transformative journey.
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